
 

 
  

 
 

NEWAYGO COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
1087 NEWELL STREET, WHITE CLOUD, MI  49349 

 
DECEMBER 22, 2010 

  
Meeting called to order by Chairman Adam Wright at 9:30 A.M. 
 
Prayer by Newaygo County Clerk, Laurel J. Breuker.   
 
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag led by Commissioner Stanley Nieboer. 
 
PRESENT: Patrick Gardner; Barbara Geno; James Maike, Jr.; Stanley 

Nieboer; Simon Scholtens; Charles Trapp; Adam Wright  
 
10-554               
MOTION BY MAIKE, SECONDED BY NIEBOER, TO APPROVE THE AGENDA OF 
DECEMBER 22, 2010.  AYES-ALL.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
10-555                   
MOTION BY GENO, SECONDED BY SCHOLTENS, TO APPROVE THE BOARD OF 
COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING MINUTES OF DECEMBER 8, 2010.  AYES-ALL.  
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
PRESENTATION/DISTRICT EXTENSION COUNCIL/KATHRYN CUMMINGS – Michigan 
State University Extension District Coordinator, Kathryn Cummings, 
appeared before the Board to provide an update on the anticipated 
formation of a District Extension Council.  It is anticipated this 
council will meet four times a year.  According to Ms. Cummings, 
membership will consist of three members from each county:  one county 
commissioner and two positions from the general public.  It was 
suggested that an alternate county commissioner be appointed as well. 
Chairman Wright anticipates the two public positions will be published 
in the same manner as all other Board appointments.  Ms. Cummings also 
reported that due to recent changes, the County MSU Extension Office 
will be closed during the lunch hour effective January 1, 2011. 
 
APPOINTMENT/AREA AGENCY ON AGING OF WESTERN MICHIGAN 
10-556 
MOTION BY GENO, SECONDED BY TRAPP, TO PLACE THE NAME OF MARILYN J. 
SNELL IN NOMINATION AND CAST A UNANIMOUS BALLOT FOR APPOINTMENT TO THE 
AREA AGENCY ON AGING OF WESTERN MICHIGAN FOR ONE (1) ONE-YEAR TERM 
EXPIRING JANUARY 1, 2012.  AYES-ALL.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
APPOINTMENT/LIBRARY BOARD 
10-557  
MOTION BY MAIKE, SECONDED BY GENO, TO PLACE THE NAME OF CATHERINE 
KELLERMAN IN NOMINATION AND CAST A UNANIMOUS BALLOT FOR APPOINTMENT TO 
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THE NEWAYGO COUNTY LIBRARY BOARD FOR THE PARTIAL TERM EXPIRING 
SEPTEMBER 1, 2013.  AYES-ALL.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
APPOINTMENTS/BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS 
(Pursuant to the County Ethics Policy, Commissioner Trapp disclosed 
his LLC business relationship with Mr. Twing.) 
 
10-558 
MOTION BY TRAPP, SECONDED BY GENO, TO PLACE THE NAMES OF RICHARD 
BESSER, ALEX KELLERMAN, AND DALE TWING IN NOMINATION FOR APPOINTMENT 
TO THE BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS FOR TWO (2) THREE-YEAR TERMS EXPIRING 
DECEMBER 31, 2013.  AYES-ALL.  MOTION CARRIED.   
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: 
GARDNER   BESSER  TWING 
SCHOLTENS   BESSER  TWING 
GENO    BESSER  TWING 
TRAPP   BESSER  TWING 
NIEBOER   BESSER  TWING 
MAIKE   BESSER  TWING 
WRIGHT   BESSER  TWING 
 
Richard Besser and Dale Twing are duly appointed to the Board of 
Public Works for two (2) three-year terms expiring December 31, 2013. 
 
APPOINTMENTS/BROWNFIELD AUTHORITY BOARD 
10-559 
MOTION BY GENO, SECONDED BY SCHOLTENS, TO PLACE THE NAMES OF WARREN 
BENDER, BRYAN GRUESBECK, ALEX KELLERMAN, AND HOLLY MOON IN NOMINATION 
FOR APPOINTMENT TO THE BROWNFIELD AUTHORITY BOARD FOR THREE (3) 
THREE-YEAR TERMS EXPIRING DECEMBER 31, 2013.  AYES-ALL.  MOTION 
CARRIED. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: 
GENO       GRUESBECK  KELLERMAN  MOON 
GARDNER   BENDER  GRUESBECK     MOON 
SCHOLTENS   BENDER  GRUESBECK     MOON 
TRAPP   BENDER  GRUESBECK     MOON 
NIEBOER   BENDER  GRUESBECK     MOON 
MAIKE   BENDER  GRUESBECK     MOON 
WRIGHT   BENDER  GRUESBECK     MOON 
 
Warren Bender, Bryan Gruesbeck, and Holly Moon are duly appointed to 
the Brownfield Authority Board for three (3) three-year terms expiring 
December 31, 2013. 
 
APPOINTMENTS/PARKS COMMISSION 
10-560 
MOTION BY SCHOLTENS, SECONDED BY GARDNER, TO PLACE THE NAMES OF LARRY 
FEIKEMA, JACK HOVING, KARL STRESSMAN, STANLEY STROVEN, AND KENNETH 
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TICE IN NOMINATION FOR APPOINTMENT TO THE PARKS COMMISSION FOR TWO (2) 
THREE-YEAR TERMS EXPIRING DECEMBER 31, 2013.  AYES-ALL.  MOTION 
CARRIED. 
ROLL CALL VOTE: 
SCHOLTENS   HOVING  STROVEN 
GARDNER   HOVING  STROVEN 
TRAPP   HOVING  STROVEN 
NIEBOER   HOVING  STROVEN 
GENO    HOVING  STROVEN 
MAIKE   HOVING  STROVEN 
WRIGHT   HOVING  STROVEN 
 
Jack Hoving and Stanley Stroven are duly appointed to the Parks 
Commission for two (2) three-year terms expiring December 31, 2013. 
 
APPOINTMENTS/PLANNING/ZONING COMMISSION 
10-561 
MOTION BY GENO, SECONDED BY TRAPP, TO PLACE THE NAMES OF CATHY GROVER, 
ALEX KELLERMAN, MARK PITZER, AND KARL STRESSMAN IN NOMINATION FOR 
APPOINTMENT TO THE PLANNING/ZONING COMMISSION FOR TWO (2) THREE-YEAR 
TERMS EXPIRING DECEMBER 31, 2013.  AYES-ALL.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: 
TRAPP      KELLERMAN  PITZER 
MAIKE         PITZER STRESSMAN 
NIEBOER      KELLERMAN  PITZER 
GENO    GROVER     PITZER 
SCHOLTENS      KELLERMAN  PITZER 
GARDNER   GROVER     PITZER 
WRIGHT      KELLERMAN  PITZER 
 
Alex Kellerman and Mark Pitzer are duly appointed to the 
Planning/Zoning Commission for two (2) three-year terms expiring 
December 31, 2013. 
 
APPOINTMENT/ROAD COMMISSION 
10-562 
MOTION BY GARDNER, SECONDED BY MAIKE, TO PLACE THE NAMES OF STEVEN 
BLOSSOM AND DALE TWING IN NOMINATION FOR APPOINTMENT TO THE ROAD 
COMMISSION FOR ONE (1) SIX-YEAR TERM EXPIRING DECEMBER 31, 2016.  
AYES-ALL.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: 
GENO       TWING 
MAIKE      TWING 
NIEBOER      TWING 
SCHOLTENS      TWING 
TRAPP      TWING 
GARDNER      TWING 
WRIGHT   BLOSSOM 
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Dale Twing is duly appointed to the Road Commission for one (1) 
six-year term expiring December 31, 2016.   
 
COMMITTEE REPORT/PUBLIC SAFETY/JUDICIAL/NIEBOER – None.  
 
COMMITTEE REPORT/HEALTH EDUCATION & HUMAN SERVICES/SCHOLTENS – None. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORT/FINANCE/GARDNER 
10-528-1 
MOTION BY GARDNER, SECONDED BY MAIKE, TO APPROVE THE 2011 FISCAL YEAR 
HAZARDOUS MATERIALS EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS GRANT APPLICATION, AND 
AUTHORIZE THE EMERGENCY SERVICES DIRECTOR TO SIGN ANY AND ALL OF THE 
NECESSARY DOCUMENTS.  AYES-ALL.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
10-529-1 
MOTION BY GARDNER, SECONDED BY TRAPP, TO APPROVE THE NEWAYGO COUNTY 
78TH DISTRICT COURT PUBLIC DEFENDER AGREEMENTS BETWEEN THE 78TH DISTRICT 
COURT AND THE LAW FIRMS OF MARK R. SCHROPP, GREER AND DYKMAN, AND 
DAVID C. JAUNESE FOR THE TERM OF JANUARY 1, 2011 THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 
2012, IN THE AMOUNT OF $31,395.00 PER FIRM ANNUALLY, AND AUTHORIZE THE 
BOARD CHAIRMAN TO SIGN ANY AND ALL OF THE NECESSARY DOCUMENTS.  
AYES-ALL.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
10-530-1 
MOTION BY GARDNER, SECONDED BY TRAPP, TO APPROVE THE PURCHASE OF A 
2011 FORD EXPLORER FOR THE SHERIFF’S OFFICE, AND AUTHORIZE THE COUNTY 
ADMINISTRATOR TO SIGN ANY AND ALL OF THE NECESSARY DOCUMENTS.  
AYES-ALL.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
10-531-1 
MOTION BY GARDNER, SECONDED BY GENO, TO SUBMIT THE REVISED JOB 
DESCRIPTIONS FOR THE LEGAL SECRETARY II AND LEGAL SECRETARY III WITHIN 
THE PROSECUTING ATTORNEY’S OFFICE TO MICHIGAN MUNICIPAL LEAGUE FOR PAY 
GRADE RE-SCORING; MONEY TO COME FROM 101-267-802 (GENERAL FUND – 
PROSECUTING ATTORNEY – SERVICE FEES).  AYES-ALL.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
10-535-1 
MOTION BY GARDNER, SECONDED BY SCHOLTENS, TO APPROVE THE NEWAYGO 
COUNTY FAMILY AND MEDICAL LEAVE POLICY AS PRESENTED (see attached).  
AYES-ALL.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
10-536-1 
MOTION BY GARDNER, SECONDED BY GENO, TO APPROVE THE EMPLOYEE 
RECOGNITION PROGRAM AS PRESENTED (see attached).  AYES-ALL.  MOTION 
CARRIED. 
 
10-537-1 
MOTION BY GARDNER, SECONDED BY TRAPP, TO APPROVE CHANGING THE COUNTY’S 
BLUE CROSS BLUE SHIELD SPECIFIC STOP LOSS COVERAGE FROM $75,000.00 TO 
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$135,000.00, AND AUTHORIZE THE COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR TO SIGN ANY AND 
ALL NECESSARY DOCUMENTS FOR THE 2011 CONTRACT RENEWAL.  AYES-ALL.  
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
10-541 
MOTION BY GARDNER, SECONDED BY NIEBOER, TO APPROVE THE SEMI-MONTHLY 
DETAIL ANALYSIS DATED DECEMBER 15, 2010, CHECK #67425 THROUGH CHECK 
#67591, FOR A TOTAL AMOUNT OF $205,816.47.  AYES-ALL.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
10-542 
MOTION BY GARDNER, SECONDED BY TRAPP, TO RATIFY THE NOVEMBER 2010 
MONTHLY CHECK REGISTER IN THE AMOUNT OF $2,727,571.83.  AYES-ALL.  
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
10-543 
MOTION BY GARDNER, SECONDED BY MAIKE, TO APPROVE THE NEWAYGO COUNTY 
BUDGET REPORT FOR THE MONTH OF NOVEMBER 2010, WITH BUDGET AMENDMENTS 
AND TRANSFERS AS PRESENTED.  AYES-ALL.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
10-544 
MOTION BY GARDNER, SECONDED BY NIEBOER, TO APPROVE THE FISCAL YEAR 
2010-2011 APPROPRIATION OF $15,000.00 FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN 
SERVICES VOLUNTEER DRIVERS SUPPLEMENT; MONEY TO BE TRANSFERRED FROM 
695-967-999.290 (RESERVE FOR OPERATIONAL CONTINGENCIES – TRANSFERS OUT 
– SOCIAL SERVICES).  AYES-ALL.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
10-545 
MOTION BY GARDNER, SECONDED BY MAIKE, TO SUBMIT THE APPLICATION FOR A 
SURVEY AND REMONUMENTATION GRANT FOR GRANT YEAR 2011, AND AUTHORIZE 
THE COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR TO SIGN ANY AND ALL OF THE NECESSARY 
DOCUMENTS.  AYES-ALL.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORT/PHYSICAL & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT/TRAPP – None. 
 
MISCELLANEOUS COMMITTEE REPORT/GARDNER – Reported on attendance at the 
Jail Expansion Construction Committee meeting last week. It is 
anticipated the project was finished at approximately $149,000.00 
under budget.  
 
MISCELLANEOUS COMMITTEE REPORT/SCHOLTENS – Reported on attendance at 
the District Health Department #10 Board meeting.  Also reported on 
attendance at the MAC (Michigan Association of Counties) Agriculture 
and Tourism Committee meeting in Lansing. 
 
MISCELLANEOUS COMMITTEE REPORT/TRAPP – Provided an update on the 
Animal Shelter project. 
 
MISCELLANEOUS COMMITTEE REPORT/WRIGHT – Reported on attendance at the 
NCEDO (Newaygo County Economic Development Office) meeting yesterday.   
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ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT/LAKE – Information items reported by the 
Administrator included the following: 

•  Plans have been finalized to initiate the transportation study. 
•  Remarked on the Jail Expansion project. 
•  The land sale has been completed necessary to commence 

construction of the bus garage at the Commission on Aging. 
•  Reported on charging stations within Newaygo County through the 

Right Place Program. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: Family Health Care Outreach Worker, Kris Wood, 
reported on the Santa Claus event sponsored by the White Cloud 
Chamber.  State Representative elect, Jon Bumstead, informed the Board 
he will be officially occupying his office in Lansing on January 3rd 
and offered any assistance.   
 
MISCELLANEOUS/GENO/GARDNER – Thanked all the individuals who submitted 
applications for appointment to the various boards and commissions.  
 
MISCELLANEOUS/GARDNER – Reported that Bridgeton Township will receive 
approximately $335,000.00 total by way of grants and funding for the 
Community Boat Launch & Park Development Project. 
 
MISCELLANEOUS/WRIGHT – Reported on attendance at a recent meeting in 
Baldwin for the GEO facility. 
 
MISCELLANEOUS/RECOGNIZING ELIZABETH CHERIN 
10-563 
MOTION BY GARDNER, SECONDED BY MAIKE, TO APPROVE RESOLUTION #12-020-10 
RECOGNIZING ELIZABETH “LIBBY” CHERIN’S RETIREMENT.  AYES-ALL.  MOTION 
CARRIED. 
 
Chairman Wright presented Elizabeth “Libby” Cherin with the resolution 
of recognition. 
 
MISCELLANEOUS/RECOGNIZING FREMONT AREA COMMUNITY FOUNDATION 
10-564 
MOTION BY NIEBOER, SECONDED BY TRAPP, TO APPROVE RESOLUTION #12-021-10 
RECOGNIZING THE FREMONT AREA COMMUNITY FOUNDATION FOR ITS SUPPORT OF 
NEWAYGO COUNTY PROGRAMS AND SERVICES.  AYES-ALL.  MOTION CARRIED.   
 
Chairman Wright presented Fremont Area Community Foundation Board 
members with the resolution of recognition. 
 
MISCELLANEOUS/CONSTRUCTION BOARD OF APPEALS APPOINTMENTS 
10-565 
MOTION BY GENO, SECONDED BY TRAPP, TO AFFIRM AND APPROVE THE 
APPOINTMENTS RECOMMENDED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF BUILDING SAFETY AND 
PERMITS TO THE CONSTRUCTION BOARD OF APPEALS FOR TERMS EXPIRING 
DECEMBER 31, 2012, AS FOLLOWS: 
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MEMBERS:  WAYNE KAUFMAN  BUILDING CONTRACTOR 
   ROBIN DAWE  ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR 
ALTERNATES: RUSS WERT   ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR 
   ROBERT SCHOLTENS MECHANICAL CONTRACTOR 
AYES-ALL.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
10-566      
MOTION BY SCHOLTENS, SECONDED BY GENO, TO ADJOURN THE MEETING AT  
10:28 A.M.  AYES-ALL.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
 
 
               
LAUREL J. BREUKER   ADAM WRIGHT, CHAIRMAN 
NEWAYGO COUNTY CLERK  NEWAYGO COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
 
DECEMBER 28, 2010 
 



 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 



 

EMPLOYEE RECOGNITION PROGRAM 
 

I.    MISSION 
 The mission of Newaygo County Government is to serve all citizens of Newaygo County through 
public advocacy, planning, programs and other actions that meet the public’s needs, balancing the 
interests of all and pursuing excellence through quality service. 
 

II.   GOAL 
 The Newaygo County Employee Recognition Program is designed to provide the means to 
recognize and reward individuals for excellence in support of Newaygo County’s mission and for 
performing above, beyond, and even outside of the normal expectations of their position and day-to-day 
job duties. 
 

III.  NOMINATION PROCESS 
 Employee nominations may be submitted to the Human Resources Director by anyone, including 
members of the general public, a fellow employee/co-worker, Elected Official and/or Department Head.   
 If it is felt that a Newaygo County employee has provided outstanding service to the public, has 
demonstrated an excellence for leadership within that employee’s office, has proven dynamic skills over 
and above the normal expectations of that employee’s position, or has strengthened inter-office relations 
and/or relationships between their office and another within the County, please share your experience 
with the Employee Representation Committee by filling out the Nomination Form. The employee 
nominated must possess a favorable work record.  
 

IV.  SELECTION PROCESS 
 Each quarter, the Human Resources Director shall submit the nominations to the Employee 
Representation Committee for review and selection of the “Employee of the Quarter.”  The “Employee of 
the Quarter” shall receive: 

a. A Letter of Recognition and/or Board Resolution with presentation and recognition at a 
Board of Commissioners’ Meeting; 

b. An Employee Recognition Press Release; 
c. Wall Plaque on the Employee Recognition “Wall” in the Administration Building;  
d. Newaygo County Logo Apparel 

 
V.  ELIGIBILITY 

 All Newaygo County employees are eligible to be nominated, excluding Elected Officials and 
appointed individuals/Department Heads. 
 

VI.  FUNDING 
 All expenses associated with this program are paid for with employee funds. 
 
 



 

EMPLOYEE RECOGNITION PROGRAM 
NOMINATION FORM 

 
 
 
Name of Nominee:           
 
Department:            
 
Name of  
Nominating Person:            
 
Address/Phone/Email:           
 
              

 
Please provide a detailed explanation of why you are selecting this employee for recognition: 
 
              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

               

Do not write below this line – for Employee Representation Committee Notes & Use:  
 

 


