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examined several possibilities for expan-
oners has voted to move for-  sion to determine which option would
the proposed expansion ofthe meet t he countyds 1
and addition
, 2009, Board meeting,com- gr oupds final
were approved by the Board of Commis-
sioners, include a 14,200 sg. ft. expan-
sion of the jail, with an additional 68
beds. Sheriffbés admi

consisting of a 10,000 sq. ft. first floor

Landmark Designs for archi-

nance, design, and construction phases will also be added to the building and a
Middle School Courses | of the project. 7,000 sq. ft. unfinished basement is un-
from NCRESA The proposed expansion was der consideration. During construction,
recommended by a comprehensive the Sheri ffds Offid
Career Tech Center Pro- | groun of government and lawenforce- t he jail and the exi
grams ment officials including representatives  will be demolished to create additional
. from the City of White Cloud. The group i
Senior News 5-6 Continued Pg 3

Ambulance Committee Update

Beginning August 1, 2009,

The majority of Newaygo County regeinesdeployment of its ambulances. A
ambulance service from Life EMS, a privagsult, Life EMS will continue to provig
company operating without a subsidy framstédfead ambulances, but increased st3
governments, unlike ambulance servicesdunring peak demand and decreased §
neighboring counties. In recent years, re\aratbsr times will make the coverage

from ambulance fees have not covered
pense of maintaining four ambulances in
vice throughout the county.

To address this funding gap, a comn
of county commissioners, township supe
and a representative from Gerber Memag
Hospital has investigated options to prov
properly fund ambulance service in New
County. Committed to avoiding a county,
sidy or millage request if possible, the ca
tee has worked to ensure all avenues to
costeffectiveness are followed while still
taining the current level of service. After
discussion, the committee made recomn
tions which the county and Life EMS are
ing to carry out.

One recommendation was a revised
tract between Newaygo County and Life

Newaygo County will be
offering a new prescrip-
tion discount card in part-
nerzhip with the Michigan
association  of Counties
and United Networks of
America. The card offers
savings of up to 75% off
retail prices, with average
savings of 30%.

ledfimient and effective. Another recom
dation, made after careful review of o
counti es, was an
ndtabulance rates to ensure they are c
teisbveith surrounding areas.
rial The County and Life are also pro
ilerathchent in Life Care Plus, an amb
apgmbership program available to ped
suith or without medical insurance. O
feenif$39 with health insurance and $5
wartcoverage) per family coveod out
ratket costs for medically necessary
rauncte transports to or from the hospita
nendaear. More information is availab
waork:lifeems.com or by calli@g§gd43
3367).
con-The committee will meet again thi
EMB8view the effect of these changes
l&ffiplgre additional measures if necess

To get a discount card, or
for more information, visit
wntiil.countyofnewaygo.com
or call (231) 689 -7302.

Ii you currently use a Ne-
viaygo County Prescrip-
tion Discount Card, you
will need a new card to re-
ceive discounts on your
prescription drugs.

\allowing Life EMS more flexibility in s

eed
oif n@ \Bhietre fEClIOudi & i lxest
recommen

ni

E N
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Treasurer Holds Foreclosed Property Auctions i Road Work Begins on M37

The Newaygo Coundhaged Treasurer 6s
first auction of foreclosed property for The updated list of properties avail-  The Michigan
nonpayment of the 2006 property taxes able for auction, along with any available Department of
took place on July 23, 2009. Those par-  pictures and maps, can be found at Transportation
cels not sold will be offered at a second ~ www.countyofnewaygo.com.. Click on (MDOT) will be
auction to be held on September 1,2009. t he | i nk for the C E Tr )sS p
The September auction will also offeron- and sel ect fAPrope rn?a?ﬂé Hl\l;[f)%vte _tion
line bidding. On-line registration will be ~ Frequently Asked Questions and the UISEIB IS
available by a link on the County Treas- Terms and Conditions of Sale can also be between Ne-
urer 6s webpage. found there. The Newaygo County Treas- WaY80 and ) _

Foreclosed property auctions are ureros Office al s oWhiegoudghish g d opy of
open to the public. Potential bidders must property list available for purchase. summer. The road will be cold-
bring a $1,000 deposit in the form of All properties offered at auction are  milled and resurfaced and lanes
cash, money order or cashiers check sold fnas iso0 and iwtillbewideted at theodOth dndk8thb uy e
made out to themselves in order to regis- their homework as to the use of the prop- Street Intersections. Construction
ter. If you are a successful bidder, the erty and to execute any eviction process g scheduled from July through Oc-

deposit will apply toward your purchase  that may be necessary. This auction is for

and the balance of the transaction is due  the real property only. The buyer will

by 5:00 p.m. the day of auction. Unsuc-  receive a quit claim deed to the property. . . .
. . . : . . maintained. For more information

cessful bidders receive their deposits back There are no liens carrying forward on . .

in full on the day of auction. There is a any of the parcels offered but the new on the p?OJ?Cn VISt .

10% buyer s pr e mi ubuyer s resgonshl2 Br alibEtle 2009 www.michigan.gov/drive or call

preparation fee added to each parcel pur- and future tax bills. (231) 777-3451.

SILENT OBSERVER OF NEWAYGO COUNTY HAS NEW LOGO AFTER POSTER CONTEST

Silent Observer of Newaygo County recently held a pects of Silent Observer. Callers to the tip line are not identi-
poster contest at the Career Tech Center to choose the offied by caller ID or any other methods. Instead, they are
JLyATFGA2y Q& ySg 2320 I f givéin/a kip nuntbet ¥ind adirise@ (& call Ak bt MRAter/ddtelt@ |
signed the winning logo, which was chosen from 33 desigsse if the tip paid out. If a tip warrants a cash reward, the
The logo will be used on brochures, pencils, and other iteraller is given further instructions on how to collect rewards

tober. During Construction, one
lane of alternating traffic will be

as part of efforts to publicize the newly-nestituted pro- while remaining completely anonymous.

gram. Rewards are paid out if the information that is called
Silent Observer has been around nationwide for manyinto Silent Observer by an anonymous tipster leads to the

years and has recently been revitalizec arrest and arraignment of an offender.

Cash rewards range from $50 to
$1,000, depending on the type of
crime.

Newaygo County. The mission of the

Silent Observer Program is to provide ¢ /[~ /1
communications channel for citizens to A Y
provide information that may assist law \_ /|
enforcement in the community. Silent
Observer encourages citizens to pass

Crime prevention and keeping
each other safe is our responsibility as

citizens of our community. Law en-

along information that they may not . county F2NOSYSyid OFyQild o6S S
think is important, but actually may be o T - the time and officers rely heavily on
the missing piece of information neede snentﬂobSCIVCI help from citizens. Silent Observer of
to solve a crime. \ —'_/ Newaygo County is an excellent way

Silent Observer of Newaygo Count, for citizens to do their part in passing
is directed by a committee of citizen volunteers and mem-information on to law enforcement. If you have information
bers of the law enforcement community. Since the commitegarding crimes, you can call silent observer at-6521 or
tee was formed in 2008, members have worked to develogou can email tips to
procedures to encourage tips from the community and praaewaygocountysilentobserver@gmail.com
tect the anonymity of callers. Donations to Silent Observer are tax deductible. If you

The procedures developed by the committee are specifieuld like to give financial support to the Silent Observer
cally designed to ensure the tipster can remain anonymous N2 3N} Yz LJX S+ aS Oltf GKS bSégl
through the entire process, one of the most important as- (231) 6897303.



mailto:newaygocountysilentobserver@gmail.com
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[Expansion Continued from Page 1é. .. |

parking for the Newaygo County The federal per diem has the construction work available dur-
campus. historically helped Newaygo County ing the expansion to the additional

The jail expansion has been to pay jail operational expenses with- correction officers that will be
undertaken in response to a request out using general fund dollars or needed once the jail
from the United States Marshal Ser- needing to request an operational AThe jail expansi
vice to house additional federal in- millage and the new agreement will  the opportunity to accommodate
mates at the jail. The current capac- continue to benefit the county. both the needs of the Marshals Ser-

ity at the facility is 212 bedsand,al- AUnder t he new ag vieandttafutyre grotvth needs of

though the number fluctuates, the crease in federal per diemenables t he county, o said Sh
daily inmate population count is gen- the county to repay the bonds cer . ANot only the |
erally 105 federal (55%) and 90 local needed for the jail expansion without an updated, larger location for the

(45%). A new agreementwillguar- using any taxpaye6BhdolfFabvns, Of 6§t acedi | |
antee 140 (of 280 total) beds for fed- Board Chair Adam Wright. ability to serve New
eral inmates for the next 15years,at i Expansi on of therpaibdewibl falsgeanon-
an increased per diem rate. tribute to the local economy, from

IL%, 2009 Township Road Projects él

With summer, construction season has begun in Bestaggiownship
County. Please remember to reduce your speed in consér@tidn grade, and slag Lake St. from Tannewitz to end
zones and be mindful of the instructions given by the sigasGnubhgegeade, and gravel Tannewitz between 92nd St. and
zones. In addition to constructing a fuel facility at the Road. &anst.
mission, the following projects, funded both by the affected?avenTannewitz between 92nd St. and Lake St.
ship and the road commission, are scheduled this summBrooks Township
. ) e Turnpike, grade, and slag 96th St. between Spruce Ave. an
Merrill Township Pine Ave.

» Grub, grade, gravel, and pave 8 Mile Rd. and Pierce D{{§eqge and overlay Redwood Dr. starting near the 9000 bl

Monrqe Towns.hlp and going south

» 6 Mile Rd. bridge replacement « Turnpike and slag Poplar Ave. north of Croton Dr.

Denver Towns_hlp_ . . e 88th St. bridge replacement (east of Vista Drive)

« Resurface Dickinson Ave. from 1 Mile Rd. to 4 Mile Rdgparidan Township

Goodwell Township _ _ « Overlay with valley gutter Spring Grove Ave. between Blain

« Overlay 5 Mile Rd. starting at EIm Ave. and going east 4| ske Dr.

Lincoln Township _ _ e Ditch, grade, and slag 92nd St. west of Osborn Ave.

e Grub, grade, and gravel Baldwin Ave. starting at 3 Mlleé?iég@ Township
going north approximately 1500 ft

; ) o Reconstruct and resurface 118th St., Luce Ave., 128th St.
« Grub, grade, and gravel Baldwin Ave. starting 1500 ft. g ﬁ?hﬂ 3rownship

Mile Rd. and going north approximately 1000 ft. to the Qqdfg8S Qfade, gravel, and pave 104th St. west of Croswell A

2795 i ¢ Pave with valley gutter and shoulder gravel on 140th St. be-
o Wedge and reseal Luce Ave. between Baseline and 1 Ml{ﬁé%ﬁ# Wisner Ave. and McClelland

Dayton Township Grant Township

« Wedge and overlay 40th St. between Dickinson Ave. apdilige pave, and shoulder gravel Poplar Ave. between 96tt
gerald Ave. . St. and 100th St.

Sherman Township Ensley Township

« Overlay Parsons north of 24th St.  Wedge and Reseal Locust Ave. from 104th St. to 96th St.

o Wedge and reseal Luce Ave. between 8th St. and Bas‘?“\’?\?edge 112th St. between Elm Ave. and Locust Ave.

« Overlay Ransom between Echo Dr. and ParkLane  , peseal 104th St. between Locust Ave. and west township i
» Overlay Ransom starting at Park Lane and going south, a9pLeXIr 1 12th St. between Cypress Ava
mately 1500 feet. and elm Ave.

Everett Township  Reseal 136th St. between Newcost:
o Pave Oak Ave. between 40th St. and 48th St. and Butternut Ave.

Garfield Township _ « Reseal Cottonwood Ave. between
» Resurface North River Dr. from Bingham Ave. to CroswedA¥e4 120th St.
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FIRST Robotics Gears Up for Another Season

After a phenomenally successful 2009 season, Ne-
waygo Countyds high school
forward to next year. NC GEARS (Newaygo County Geeks
Engineering Advanced Robotics Systems) comprises students
from public high schools who compete in the FIRST Robotics
Competition, an international program in engineering and de-
sign. In 2009, students drove OTIS, their robot competitor, all
the way to the international Finals in Atlanta, Georgia!

Under the leadership of adult mentors and one Chief
Engineer, FIRST teams begin with a common kit of parts and
must build a robot to compete in a game which is announced
in January each year. NC GEARS is overseen by the Ne-
waygo County Regional Educational Service Agency and
housed at Fremont High School. Students from all high
schools are eligible to join the team. This fall, the team will
host several meetings and practice events before the grand un-
veiling of the new game in January. Students will then spend
6 weeks working every day after school on the robot. The
build season is followed by several weeks of competitions
around the state.

All students are welcome to participate, and more adult
mentors are needed as well T no engineering expertise needed!
For more information, contact the main office of your high
school or visit www.ncresa.org.
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NC RESA Holds Exploratory
Courses for Middle School Students

In addition to summer camps for all
ages and the Academically Talented Youth
Program, Newaygo County Regional Edu-
cational Service Agency (NCRESA) will
offer Exploratories, five-we e k
courseso for mi ddl e
ing the 2009-2010 school year. One after-
noon per week, students leave their own
middle school and join students from other
districts for hands-on experiences in a
wide variety of subjects that may not be
available at their own school.

Last year, NC RESA offered eight
Exploratories for students in grades 6, 7,
and 8. Courses 1ingdg
sic, 0 ARoman Life v
Dreams to Work! o AC
AThe Logical Wor |l d,
tory, 0 and fAWeb Dev-g
2010 year will feature some successful
courses from the past as well as all-new
subjects!

Courses are open to 6™, 7", and 8"
grade students who are in good standing
in their classes. For more information, visit
www.ncresa.org or speak to your middle
school counselor.

—

Newaygo County CareefTech Center Offers Opportunities for High School Student

The Newaygo County Ca-
reer-Tech Center (NCCTC) is
proud to serve students and
adults in the Newaygo County
region. Students who attend the
NCCTC have an opportunity to
explore and train for career op-
tions in one of sixteen programs
to help them prepare for career
success after high school,
whether their destination is col-
lege, the workforce, or the mili-
tary. Courses are hands -on with
academic training built into the
curriculum. To assist students
with an eye on college prepara-
tion, we also offer dual enroll-
ment opportunities in numerous
areas.

The 16 programs offered
at the NCCTC include: Business

Applied Technology, Cisco Net-
working Academy, Graphic Com-
munications, Transportation -
Automotive, Construction
Trades, Drafting & Design, Elec-
tronics, Transportation -Heavy
Equipment, Transportation -
Mechanics, Machine Trades,
Welding, Pre -Engineering and
Product Development, Health Sci-
ence, Culinary Arts, Cosmetol-
ogy, and Early Childhood Educa-
tion

All 16 career and techni-
cal education programs also pro-
vide academic credit opportuni-
ties. Students may earn credit to
meet Michigan Merit Graduation
requirements including the
Fourth Year Math -Related Credit;
Visual, Performing, and Applied

Arts Credit, On -Line Credit; and
in certain programs Math and
Language Arts Credit.

Students may also dual -
enroll in a West Shore Commu-
nity College Criminal Justice Pro-
gram at NCCTC and receive
twelve tuition free college cred-
its. A new partnership with Mus-
kegon Community College also
gives students enrolled in the
second year of Business Applied
Technology, Drafting & Design,
and Graphic Communications
the opportunity to receive tuition
-free, direct credit.

If you have questions or
would like further information
about the Career -Tech Center,
please contact Devon Pettis at
(231) 924 -0380.
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SENIOR NEWS

Best Online Services at Socialsecurity.gov

Americans love their computers. In fact, a recent study shows that the number of Americans who use
the Internet has more than doubled over the past 10 years, reaching nearly three quarters of the U.S.
population. Nearly half of all Americans have a high-speed Internet connection at home, compared to
only five percent at the start of the decade. The study indicates that Internet use is even beginning to
outpace traditional media. Younger Americans spend more time online than in front of a television.

The Internet is a gateway to more than media and entertainment. It is a highly accepted way to do
business. As Americans become increasingly comfortable with the security and convenience of doing
things on the Internet, online business is becoming more and more popular.

There is so much you can do at Soci al Secur i f
fice. Here are some of our best online services:

o Use our Retirement Estimator to get a quick and accurate estimate of your future Social Security
retirement benefits. www.socialsecurity.gov/estimator

o Retire online! You can complete and submit your retirement application in as little as 15 minutes.
www.socialsecurity.gov/retireonline

o Apply for disability benefits online. www.socialsecurity.gov/applyfordisability

Theredbs even more you can do at www. soci al se
your retirement or applying for disability, I
how the system works, our online office is the most convenient one to visit.

Submitted by Vonda VanTil, Public Affairs Specialist for West Michigan. You can write her c/o Social Secu-
rity Administration, 50 College SE, Grand Rapids MI 49503 or via email at vonda.vantil@ssa.gov.

|
Financial Help for Adults Age 60 and Older

Times are tough and many older adults and caregivers in Michigan are struggling to make ends

meet. Help is available through the new Benefits Enrollment Center offered by the Legal Hotline for
Michigan Seniors. Adults age 60 and older and people with disabilities can call the Legal Hotline for
Michigan Seniors and get help over the telephone to find out if there are any programs and services
that they can apply for that will ease their financial situation.

Il tds easy to get a benefits s-6207aoespeak with & ben€fizs| |
counselor. They will screen for a variety of programs, including: tax credit assistance, food assis-

tance, help paying medical premiums and purchasing prescription drugs, utility payment programs,

and home improvement services. Once a caller has been screened, the Benefits Enrollment Center
representative can help with the benefits application process.

Individuals, community service groups, attorneys, social workers and others that assist older adults
and persons with disabilities can choose to do the screening themselves by going online to
www.elderlawofmi.org/legalhotline. Call 1-800-347-5297 if you have questions on how to use the
tool.



http://console.mxlogic.com/redir/?kTQm64NOpJd-ZTT7TPo0bPQfyvFyHGIK00UvV7jOtpDOxVK_nKC-yYYqekn3tPuX6I0kHm4q_qsu00CTAkn3qar3b3WbBS3qrNIn0l8Qg21EwxVwQgkDI_cigYQgh-BmUSYTfM-u0USyrjdFLTK-Uyedyo_jIX_bhpM
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1087 Newell Phone: (231) 689-7200

P.O. Box 885 Fax:  (231)689-7205 Do You Have Concerns About Falling?
White Cloud, MI 49349-0885 www.countyofhewaygo.com

The Newaygo County Board of Commissioners

Chairperson Adam Wright District 5 (231) 652589 :
Vice-Chair Stan Nieboer District 3 (231) 9240594 Many older adults experience concerns about

Finance Chair Pat Gardner  District 6 (231) 839230 falling and restrict the_ir aCtiyitieS- Mfiny
Finance ViceChair Barb Geno  District 1 (231) 684523 |older adults also experience increased isola-
Commissioner Chuck Trapp  District 2 (231) 68%260 | tion and depression when they limit their in-

Commissioner James Maike District4 (231) 338272 ; ; ; ;
Commissioner Sam Scholtens District 7 (231) 834107 teractions with famlly and friends.

Regular sessions of the Board are held the second and the fourjh

Wednesday of each month at 9:30 a.m. in the Board of A MATTER OF BALANCE is an award
Commissioners Room located in the Administration Building. | winning program designed to manage falls
Commission on Aging and to increase activity Ieve]s. Part|C|p_ar_1ts
Calendar of Events learn to set realistic goals to increase activity,

change their environment to reduce fall risk
Mondays 11:08 12:00 Exercise with Michelle | factors, and learn simple exercises to increase
Tuesday 8:3® 10:30  Morning Coffee Groups | strength and balance. A Matter of Balance
Tuesday ~ 11:08 12:00 ~Singalong with Donna | a1 help people improve their quality of life

Tuesday 1:0® 3:00 Wii Bowling League o
Wednesdays 11:00 12:00 Exercise with Michelle and allow older adults to remain independ-

Wednesdays 12:36 1:30  White Elephant Bingo | €Nt.
Thursdays 12:3@ 3:00 Cards

Fridays 2:30i 4:30 Thread and Yarn Time | Classes are held once a week for 8 weeks for
hours each. There is a $10 program fee to
Potlucé 2nd Friday of each month at Noon. Bring a dish to pass cover materials.

and enjoy good food and fellowship!

Lunch is served Mordd@kiursday at 12:00. The sugge ;teg:lasse_s begin on Wedr_IESday: July 15th and
donation for those 60 and over is $2.00 and a guest fek for thoéll be held from 2:30 6 4:30 p.m.
under 60 is $4.00. Suggested donation for coffee houf is .50 per

person. Please call the Commission on Aging at
689-2100 or 1-800-689-2100 to register.

Activities are open to those individuals 50 and owver. Class size is limited

For more information call 28392100 or -B066892100

No

Commission on Aging
Home Repair Program

The Newaygo County Commi ssion on Aging
pairs to senior citizens of Newaygo County. The home owner is responsible for all materials
needed for the repair and the Home Repair Program provides the labor; there is a suggested
donation of $10 per repair task. Generally, the Home Repair Program can help with tasks
such as repairing leaky faucets and drain problems, thawing frozen pipes, providing estimates
for wheelchair ramps, and making other minor repairs that will help maintain the home.

To schedule an appointment or for more information, please contact the Commission on Aging
at 231-689-2100 or 1-800-689-2100.

|- 24

Newaygo County is an equal opportunity provider.



